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district,  in the Nilgih Mils, on.the slopes of the Cfautia-
Nagpur hills,-in Bhutan Duars, and even in Arakan.
Tl&e totat tea-area actually under cultivation, in
1891-92, was 266, 219 acres,,exclusive of 48,091 acres
in Bengal. Of-this area, 241, 586 acres were in Assam.
The average out-torn of the mature plant in Assam is put
at 290 Ibs. per acre, and the total annual out-turn is
estimated at nearly 50 million pounds. The export from
Assam into Bengal is approximately valued at 2\ mil-
lion pounds. The area of tea in the N. W. Provinces,
in 1891*^92, was 9,374 acres; Punjab 9,011 acres; and
Madras 5,481 acres. Until recently almost the whole of
the total exports used to go to England, but now
attempts are being vigorously /made to introduce .Indian
tea into the markets of Australia and the United States,
and already an export trade with thesfc countries has
sprung up. The export of tea from the Punjab and
the Darjiling Duars to Central Asia has a!so been
steadily Increasing of late years.
Three main varieties of tea are recognized in India,
namely, the indigenous Assam, the China, and the
hybrid; of these-the last is most in demand among the
planters. The plants are raised from seeds which are
sown carefully In prepared nurseries in December and
January. The seedlings are ready for transplantation in
April, and the operation goes on till July, The site of'
tea-gardens should be raised and well drained, and, if
possible, on the slopes of hills. ' Plantations succeed
best on virgin jungle clearings. 'Unlike most Indian
crops, tea is a perennial plant, and, fcr two years